
“A phenomenal lady”
 
Sue Smith’s daughters describe their mother as a woman with a “sweet, gentle, and quiet spirit 
… a phenomenal lady.” A preacher’s wife, she also was a teacher and raised a family.
 
As the girls grew, if Sue raised her voice, daughters Dena McNeill and Lisa Pickens knew they 
were in trouble. “She rarely raised her voice, and when she started, you knew you’d better stop 
doing whatever you were doing,” remembers Dena. She adds, “You never heard her say a bad 
word about anyone. It was always something positive. She’s still that way.”
 
Sue’s journey to the Prairieview community began with subtle and gradual changes. Dena, 
the daughter who lived in the area, recalls that her mother would forget conversations only a 
minute or two after she’d had them. 
 
At first, Lisa lived away and says she would 
come back into town and have “snapshots.” 
Then, she and her family moved back.
 
“Mom was always very organized,” Lisa said. 
“She had always done my parent’s finances, and 
that had started to slide. The big thing was I had 
asked her to pick up my 2-year-old daughter 
from a birthday party for me. I got a call from 
the mother throwing the party 30 minutes to 
an hour after the party was done saying that 
no one had picked up my daughter. I picked up 
my daughter, and when I called to check on my 
mom, it wasn’t like, ‘Oh, I forgot, I’m so sorry!’  
It was, ‘Are you sure you asked me to?’ That wasn’t my mom.”
 
The girls were concerned, but their father took a defensive stance when it came to his wife’s 
health. 

“We’re not sure if he was in denial or trying to protect her,” Lisa says. “Since they were married 
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